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‘ Tenali Ram's Wit 
Introduction 

Tenaliram was the the court jester of the renowned 
king of Vijayanagar State, Raja Krishnadevrai, and . 
existed prior to Birbal, the renowned court jester 
the Mughal Emperor, Akbar. Tenaliram's peri 
during Babur's reign. But many repartees of the two 
celebrated court jesters have become so popular all 
over India that at times it is difficult to ascribe them 
to Birbal or to Tenaliram. Bor in the family of a 
poor brahman Ramaiyyah, Tenali rose high in life. 
sheerly on the strength of his intelligence and quick 
wit. Tenali's real name was Ramling. He was born in 
the small town Gallipadu of Guntur district. His 
repartees are the gems of a quick witted man. He had a 
knack of proving his contention to be true cy 
uncultable arguments and deft word-play. | 
Included in the book are some famous stories 
which display the high level of intelligence - of 
Tenaliram. We have selected only those stories whose 
meaning conveys the same effect even in an alien - 
language. These stories are not jokes but culled from 
the real-life stories of Tenaliram. In this sense these 
are not jokes. But since jokes have the manifestation 
of a sharp wit, they could be placed in the categories — 
of enlightened jokes. We hope that our readers would 
be delighted to read them. | 
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1. HORSE- PLAY 


One day, astnde their horses, Tenaliram ane 
the king, Raja Krishnadevrai, went for the 
morning ride. Tenaliram's horse was very weak 
and emaciated while the king's horse was a steed 
of high pedigree. Casting a derisive look at 
Tenali's horse, the king said: "What a useless 
horse you have! Even the butcher would not pay 
10 gold coins for this worthless animal! And 
Jook at my Arabian steed, at least worth a 
thousand gold coins!" | 

"But what my horse can do, yours can't’, 
said Tenali with confidence. 

"What?" said the king mocking at Tenali, 
“What can this silly animal do—nothing". “No 
Sir", Tenali insisted, "It can achieve a feat your 
horse cannot, despite it being such a steed and | 
you its rider!" "Spell out your conditions! My 
horse can do everything!" 

At that time they were crossing the river 
Tungbhadra. The river was swollen and water | 
flowing with very fast speed. Suddenly 
Tenaliram got down from his horse and pushed 
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his horse into the mighty river. And then said. 
with sombre face: "Can your horse do it?" | 
Oviously the king couldn't let go his steed 
like it. The king had to admit the supenority of 
Tenali's horse!! 


* * oe 
_ 2, THE COSTLIEST AWARD 


After winning a crucial battle, the king, Raja 
Krishnadevrai celebrated the victory festival. 
During the celebration the king said: "This 
victory is not by only my efforts. Each of you 
has contributed to it. Now, each of you deserve 
an award. You all will get one, but the condition 
is each of you can get only one award. All the — 
awards have been kept behind a velvet curtain. 
You all should. come here, give your choice, get . 
the desired thing. The award distribution 
ceremony would start tomorrow." 

The king's declaration srowided an 
Opportunity to the courtiers who were jealous of 
Tenaliram's exalted position in the court. 
Unfortunately Tenaliram had gone out and was 
likely to retum next day morning itself. The | 


jealous courtiers contabulated among themselves 
and decided that they would reach before. the 
curtain and get the choicest award first, leaving 
- something cheap and unartstic for Tenaliram. 

And so it happened. When Tenaliram reached 
the court, he was rather late as he received the 
news of the award ceremony when he retumed 
home. Only an empty silver bowl was left and 
Tenuliram had to accept it as there was no 
choice.. All the other courtiers were: supremely 
delighted as each of them had very costly awards 
which they proudly displayed to scure over 
Tenaliram. 

But Tenaliram happily accepted the empty 
silver bowl and hastily tried-to cover it with his 
robe. The king was surprised at Tenali's this 
unexpected action. He asked: "Tenali! What are 
you doing? Why are you covering it with your 
robe?" 

"It's for not allowing any blot on your 
fumous largeheartedness that I am putting this 
empty bowl under my cloth", tena Said 
with a serious face. _ | 

"What do you mean?" unable to grasp his 
meaning, the king asked sternly. “I mean t> say 
. our highness”, Tenali explained, “that so far | 
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aiways received bowls filled with gold coins! | 
Your honour never awarded anyone anything 
empty!" 

The king immediately asked his cashier to fill 
the empty bowl with gold coins. Now it was 
Tenalis tum to beam bnghtly to the great 
chagrin and heart-buming of the _ jealous 
courtries. The king also realised the game of _ 
supreme wit that Tenaliram had played. He 
could not help saying: "Well, Tenali ---- you are 
very clever!” Tenali bowed smilingly and took 
away the silver bowl filled with gold coin - the 
coStliest award! 


* es sok x 


3. THE LAST WISH 

The brahmins of Vijaynagar kingdom had 
grown quite greedy. On one pretext or the other 
they used to extract money from the king by 
selfishly interpretating the religious texts. To. 
exploit the king's religious bent for their selfish 
end was there supreme duty. One day, the king, 
Raja Krishnadevrai consulted them: “When my 
mother was about to die, she expressed her last 
wish that she wanted to eat a mango. But by the 
time a mango could be procured for her, she 
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>xpired. Now, will it be possible to do anything, 
to provide solate to her departed soul." 

The brahmins got an opportunity and they 
said in unison: "According to our scriptures if 
you donate 108 mangoes made of pure gold to 
the brahmins, then your mother's departed soul 
will definitely get peace. The ancient sages have 
ordained that any thing donatéd to the brahmins 
verily reaches the departed soul." : 

The king immediately had 108 mangoes made 

cf gold and donated to the. brahmins. The 
-brahmins were delighted to get them. 
_ But Tenaliram was greatly peeved at the 
‘cunning meanness of those brahmins For, he 
‘knew that no such thing happened and it was the 
brahmin's conceited vileness which exploited the 
king's love for his departed mother. Now 
Tenaliram waited for an opportunity to teach 
these vile brahmins a lesson. 

_ After a few days Tenaliram's mother also 
expired. Then Tenaliram invited the brahmins to: 
_ partake of meals in the funeral feast. Attracted by 
the prospects of having a sumptuous meal, the 
brahmins arrived at Tenaliram's house. When 
they had taken their seats and the serving of the 
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meals was about to commence, Tenali asked his 
servants to close the door and touch the 
brahmins' body by red-hot iron rods. Seeing the | 
servants arnving with the red-hot iron rods, the 
brahmins were pulvensed. They ran helter and 
sketer for their safety. But sull & few of them 
could not escape the rod and received the bums 
on their body. But by that time, the king ‘came to 
know about this ordeal of the brahmiins and 
, came for their rescue. The king was quite angry. 
He sternly asked his favounte courtier and 
friend, Tenaliram: “How could you dare insult 
the noble brahmins?” 

"No, your highness”, said Tenali, "I had no 
intention of insulting them. In fact, my mother — 
was a patient of arthritis. She had severe fain in 
her joints even when she died. She had- 
expressed her last wish that she wanted her bedy 
joints to be touched by red-hot. iron rod for 
providing relief from’ the severe pain. That | 
could not do then. But I thought, if your mother 
could receive the mango by providing the 
‘brahmins with its golden version, surely my 
mother could also receive the desired 

fermentation at her aching joints by touching the | 
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brahmins' body with the iron rods!" , 
The king burst out laughing at Tenali's clever 
logic and the brahmins head bowed with share. 


* 2 ok 
4. THE RED PEACOCK 


The ruler of Vijayanagar, Raja Knshnadevrai 
was very fond of collecting queer and rare 
- objects. Every courtier used to be on the look 
out of finding something unique and queer to 
impress the king by his presentation. And thus 
they. also hoped to receive large.sum in return of 
these things presented to the king. 

_ Once, a courtier had a brain wave. He ne a 

deft painter colour a peacock red. The painter did 
the job so well that the peacock really looked 
naturally red. The courtier took that peacock 
straight to the king's chamber and afer 
presenting it to him, said: "Your Majesty This is 
the rarest red peacock available only in the dense _ 
forest of the Central India. It is with great: 
difficulty and spending a large amount that | 
could get it for you. No one in the world has 
ever seen anything like it. This is a humble gift 
from my side. Please accept it !" | 
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The king minutely observed the peacock. So 
far he had neither heard about the existence of 
such a peacock nor saw it. He was baffled. But 
the peacock looked. naturally red. At last, the | 
delighted king said: "No doubt it is the rarest 
peacock. Ihave not seen anything like it. I am 
glad to have it. But you must have spent a great 
amount in procuring it. How muchitis?” 

The beaming courtier replied respectfully: 
"My Lord! I had to shell out Twenty Five 
Thousand Gold coins to get it!” 

— "All-nght", ordered the king.” Have it from 
the royal treasury! 

But, fortunately, Tenaliram was present fers 
when that peacock was presented to the king. 
Tenali could immediately know that the courtier — 
had played a fast one for a red peaccck never 
existed. While the king was talking to the 
courtier he was watching the peacock very 
minutely. He smelled a faint smell of the. paint 
when he tried to smell the peacok. Now Tenali 
could know the secret behind thfs queer . 
peacock. He left the court and sent his men to 
search all the good painters of the town. One of 
them privately confessed having painted a- 
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peacock. Tenali asked him to ‘paint four more 
such peacocks. 

Next day, Tenali reached the court with the 
painter himself carrying the four peacocks. 
There, Tenali said to the king: "Your Majesty! 
Yesterday you received one and to-day I have 
brought four more such peacocks of a better 
vanety. And while you paid twenty five 
thousand gold coins for one red peacock, I am 
" prepared to sell all the rene! in only fifty thousand 
gold coins!" 

The king again saw the peacocks and found 
them naturally red. Although his intellect was 
telling him that red peacocks did not exist, yet he | 
couldn't disbelieve his eyes. At last he said: "All 
nght, Tenali! You can have. fifty thousand gold 
.coins from the royal treasury!” 

But hearing the king's order, Tenaliram said: 

“You Majesty! The one who ddserves any award 
from your honoured self is neither me nor 
anyone else", and while casting a look at the 
“courtier who presented the king the red peacock 
the previous day, Tenali continued: “but this 
painter who painted the peacocks so beautifully 
as to make them look naturally red!" 
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"What", said the baffled Aira: "they a are not 
naturally red?" 

"No Sir! You smell them closely and you’ 
would get’ the faint smeii of the paint!" 

The king did so and awarded the painter 
handsomely. But that courtier was punished 
who tried to dupe the king. He had to return the 
gold.coins also. | 

* a: * 
5. THE GREATEST FOOL | 


Raja Krishnadevrai used to celebrate Holi 
festival with great pomp and show which 
included the selection of the ‘greatest fool’ of the 
_ kingdom. In the jovial atmosphere of Holi 
festival many cultural and humourous items 
were part of the celebration. The king used to 
announce ‘the greatest fool' award. It was a very 
valuable award and people used to act in-a most 
funny manner to deserve the title. But it was 
always Tenaliram, who besides cornering all the 
awards for intelligence and wit, used to get this 
award also. The other courtiers used to get quite 
peeved at Tenaliram's comering all the awards. 
They. were always on the look out to score a 
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point over Tenali but Tenali never allowed them © 
to do so. 
Once when the fesaval of Holi approached, 
.the jealous courners decided -to prevent 
Tenaliram from attending the function. They 
bought over Tenaliram's pet servant and made 
that servant give an ample dose of Bhang to 
Tenaliram. With the result, when the day of the 
function dawned Tenaliram continued to sleep 
soundly. When Tenali got up it was almost 
noon. He immediately dressed himself up and 
reached running the venue of the function. 

_ As’ Tenaliram entered the Pandal, the king. 
spotted him and blow up in rage: “Hey you fool 
Tenali! How could vou forget the time of the 
function? Were vou down with a drugged sleep 
to ac: such foolishly?” 

All the courtiers were delighted to see 
Tenaliram being slighted and abused by the — 
king. But Tenaliram was undaunted and he said: 

“You are right, Your Majesty! i'm not only a 
fool but the greatest fool!” . 

“Yes Tenali! You're really the greatest fool" 
the king roared in rage. "Thanks a lot, Your 
Hichness”, replied a beaming Tenali: "Now you 
have vourself announced me as the greatest fool. 
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Please give me the award also!" 

All the courtiers were baffled. Even the king 
couldn't help uttering: "Tenali! You are really 
very intelligent.. You have a knack of converting 
.your shortcoming into your strength by your 
superior logic!” And the king had to award 
Tenaliram that year also! 


ae * ok 
6. THE TONSURE CEREMONY 


In the court of Raja Krishnadevrai of 
Vijayangar, Tenali had many enemies. In 
creating this enmity Tenali had no role to play 
but his intelligence, wit and sharp repartees 
_™made many courtiers his enemy out of sheer 
jealousy, Everytime they tried to let Tenali down 
but by his sheer intelligence, he would beat 
everybody hollow in the match of wits. 

Although defeated repeatedly yet the courtiers 
could not sit idle and every time they used to be 
on the look out of letting Tenali down. — 

It was a common knowledge with all she 
courtiers that Tenali. was not a good chess 
player. Tenali too had no qualms about it. But 
the king was a. good chess player. The courtiers | 
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decided to launch a tirade against Tenali, and: trap 
him 1 in.a tricky, situagan before-the; king. 

im Q,. with, this. intention, the courtiers asked 
the king casnally:,."Your. Majesty! For. tong, 
you've not. played chess, Have your interest in 
chess waned 0 Or what?" 
chess, but, L can't. t play. all. alee ‘There. on to! i | 
SOMEONE. equally, deft:to, play. against.me.-1.couid: 
not find any.such. persqn!", ; 

‘ Then, one-of the. courtier said very: peevishiy: : 
| "Sin our friend Tenali.is..a, “vey,  Bood: cheas- 
: Pave. Although. he. pretends, his igsorance: in: 
chess, he is a class player. Since he thinks you: 
aye, an inferior. player, he-has never expressed’ his | 
wish. to, play. against.you!” .. 

“Is. itt” the, king .was. rather surprised: dechure! 
he, always believed, thas. Tenali hadrno intérest'in: 
chess.. But,,.he; thought,.. Temali was. intelligent: 
enough, to, be, a-good-play¢r: of ohessy i Maysbe:! 
for avoiding the unpleasant situaties: wi: mats tage 

me, an inferior player.by, his:peckortns wins 
he has. neyer tried ; to, play agg ANS, Et ie os shh 
thought, But:he decided: to.anvite: Feaatiterce 
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game of chess. 

When Tenali received the invitation, he was 
non-plussed. He could not have refused the 
invitation for the fear of incurring the king's 
wrath but he could not play either as his 
knowledge about chess was elementary. But 
_ now he was trapped. He went before the king 
and expressed his ignorance about chess. Since 
the king had been led to believe otherwise he 
thought Tenali was saying all that out of 
_ modesty. The king again insisted: "Tenali! You 
need not give any margin to me due to my 
positon. Play your game the best way to defeat 

Despite Tenali's repeated supplications, .the 
king forced him into playing chess. But as 
Tenali had not much idea about the game, he lost — 
early. The king again warned Tenali, "Tenali 
play cautiously. Try to defeat me. I would accept 
defeat gracefully but you must play with your 
total concentration.” | 

But in the next game also, Tenali was 
defeated. Now the king warned him: " Tenali! If 
you fail to defeat me this time, I'd have your 
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head tonsured tomorrow!" 

Now Tenali thought he had had it. There was 
no way out as the king was adamant. And 
despite Tenali's playing with utmost caution and 
intelligence he was defeated. Now the king blew 
up in rage. He immediately ordered his favourite 
barber to shave the head of Tenali in the open 
court the next day. 

Tenali was really in a very trying situation. 
Despite his wit and supreme intelligence, he 
sould find no solution to the problem. 

Next day, Tanali was summoned in the court. 
The barber was already there. | 

But before the barber could touch his head by 
the razor, Tenali said: "Excuse me, Your 
Majesty! I have pawned my hair for five - 
thousand coins to my friend with whom I had 
lost a bet. So they are not my property. First the 
money should be paid to my friend and only 
then the barber can shave-off my hair!" 

"All - right", the king said and asked the 
cashier to pay five thousand rupees to Tenali's 
friend. 

Now, when the barber moved his razor 
towards Tenali's head, the latter stopped him 


20 


and began to chant a spell. 

“What are you. doing Tenali” , asked the cine 
in anger, "why don't yqu. allaw the barber to = 
his job!" | 
"Your Majesiy!"replied Tenaliram. quite 
seriously, "It IS. a custom. in our society that a 
grown up. man's head is only, shaved when his 
parents die. But J have my parents. already dead 
and for all practical purpose you are my. parents 
and my. guardian. It is alsa said. that if a grown 
up man gets his head shaved off, it bodes Hl for 
the parents if they are. alive. Since you are .my 
parents and hale and. hearty, I don't .want. amy 
thing untoward to. happen, to you by my head- 
shaving. Jt is to ward off that calamity that I am 
chanting the spell. It. is Actually for your. own 
safety that I am doing. $0," on 

.Now, the, king | was | A god- fearing | er 
religious minded PEFson who had, great faith in 
these ritualistic. practice and. in their, dreadful 
consequence if performed wrongly. So, out of 
sheer fear for his own . life, the. king | asked the 
barber not to shave Tenali's head. And again 
Tenali scored over his opponent _ and gathered 
fivg thousand coins. in the Process! 


7. WHO BODES Il? 

_ The entire town - was’ convinced that 
Ramaiyya was a jinxed man -and: his presence 
-boded ill for everyone. The citizens believed that 
if one saw Ramaiyya's face asthe first thing in 
the moming, one would not get-a morsel of food 
the entire day. Hence npeed ‘liked to confront 
him early inthe moming, == 
- Semehow this matter was nena e to the 
king, Raja Knshnadevrai who decided to test 
this behef of the person. He sent for. Ramaiyya 
and asked him to stay with him for a day. He 
wanted to see his face as the first thing in the 
morning and experience its consequences. And 
the next morning he did so. Then the king went 
to hold his court. When finishing his morning | 
session the king went to have his food, he: found 
a fly ruining the especial! dish prepared for him. 
He immediately developed dislike for food and 
left it wneaten. When the dish was again 
prepared the king felt no hunger because of his 
early moming experience. ; 

Now the king thought: "This Ramaiyya is an 
inauspicious fellow for sure. That is why I could 
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not have food the entire day. The people nightly 
believe his presence to be a bad omen. Such a 
man deserves death for the benefit of my entire 
state. If he continues to survive nothing good 
Shall happen to my state.” 

_ With this thought as uppermost in his mind, 
he developed instant dislike for Ramaiyya. Then 
the king summoned his soldiers and ordered 
them to have Ramatyya beheaded forthwith. 

When poor Ramaiyya was being taken to the 
scaffold, he happened to see. Tenaliram. 
Ramaiyya told him about his ill-luck and 
requested Tenaliram to help him. Tenaliram 
whispered something in his ear and asked him to 
repeat the same before the king. 

When Ramaiyya was standing on the 
scaffold, the king arnved and as was customary 
and asked Ramaiyya to express his last wish. 
And Ramaiyya said: “My last wish is a request 
to all the people of the state, I wish to tell all of 
them that his majesty, the king's presence is 
much more. ominous than my presence. It is 
widely believed that he who sees my face early 
in the morning has to forgo his food for the 
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entire day. But he who sees our king's face early 
in the moming has to lose his life. My this 
execution is an evidence to prove my 
contention!" 

~The king immediately rescinded his order 
and gave ample award to Ramaiyya to prove that 
viewing his face early in the morning entailed 
good reward. Thus Tenaliram could not only 
save Ramatiyya’s life but also had the 
unfortunate man got good reward. 

* a * 


8. THE DREAM PALACE 


_ Once the king, Raja Krishnadevrai dream of a 

queer palace made of vanegated stones and 
‘hanging in the air. The palace could be lighted at 
. will. This palace appeared to him full of luxury 
' item and opulence of unimaginable charms. And 
one could get whatever one desired at will. The 
king was so much impressed by his dream that 
he made a public declaration early in the 
morning: "He who is able to create such a palace 
for the king shall be awarded one lakh gold 
coins!" , 
Now, the king's dream became the talk of the 

state. All were baffled at the king's intelligence. 
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Could. dream ever be true? . Did. the” king, go 
insane? But no one had guts to. say sO before the 
king, who was insistent upon getting. this palace 
In reality also. Many of his well- wishers. tied to 
impress upon the king to relent from his adamant 
Stand but the king would, Not, listen. “Many 
scheming’ and cunning. persons. began to fleece 
the royal treasury by giving ‘false. assurance to 
the king. Seeing such conditions, the. senior 
caunsel of the state requested. ‘Tenaliram to do 
something to get the king rid. of this absurd 
obsession. Tenaliram immediately - went on a 
long Jeave toa distant state. 

A few days after, an old man:eame tothe 
king's court crying hoarse and complainirig:. The 
_king tried to pacify him and:asked: "Hey you old 
‘man! What's the problem? Tell me: did you reed 
‘hot fear as ‘you’ are in’: the “court 6f”’ Raja 
Krishnadevrai. “You shall’ get’ justice.” “I'm 
footed, O king! “You looted’the entire Saving of 
apy’ Tife. I've’ small chitdren’ ‘to’ rear up, Your 
‘Majesty! ‘Now tell me’ how should’ I’ bring them 
up. Ive nothing left”, that old man complained.” 

~ "What? ‘Who. ‘looted | you?” ‘You’ name ‘my 
employee. and Tid” have’ his” skin ‘peeled “Off 
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ittifnediately!” Who is “that” fellow?” *No Your 
Majesty", said the old mah; "I can't frame a false 
charge “ori your - ‘fen! "Then what ‘do you 
mean’; said'the king in rage: “by saying that I've 
looted your entire life's saving!" "You Majesty! 
IF you don’t take" it as wh dae affront,. 1 may 
nich me." 

"All Right! I assure you!” | 

Then the o}d:man said:." Your. Majesty! J saw 
in my dream that you came with your entire 
entourage of ministers and commanders and 
looted’ my entire life's saving—five thousand 
gold coins!" And saying so, the old man bowed 
_his head. “You aré a fool", roared the king, 
"How could you deem | your dream 9 be a 
reality? Dreams are never true!” 

"But they are, Your Majesty! Whether they 
show you a variegated palace hanging } in the air 
or ‘Soffieone’ Jooting you. All the dreams are 
real!” 

And before the king’ ‘could understand the 
point the old ‘man was driving home, that fellow 
immediately tore off his beard and hair and in his 
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place appeared no one else but Tenaliram! And 
the king was amazed. He wanted to say 
something but Tenaliram said: "Your Majesty! 
You've already assured me that you Shall! not 

punish me!" | 
"All - right", said the king bursting out in. 
laughter and added: "Tenali! you are ee very 
shrewd!" | 
s | * ¢ 


9. THE JEWEL THIEVES 


Once Vijayanagar faced severe drought, 
causing paucity of water all round. Even the 
we'ls had water-table going down very deep and 
the need for water grew at alarming rate. 

Tenaliram's house was also on the bank of 
river. Tungabhadra which too had very little 
water left. He had also a garden in the back of | 
his house. There was a well amidst the garden. 
But the level of water in the well was low that 
the cost of irrigating his fruit-trees was much 
more than the produce he received. 

One day, sitting on the outer wall of his well, 
Tenali was lost in deep thoughts. He was 


27 


thinking how to arrange the workers to get his 
garden irrigated at the cheapest cost. Suddenly 
he saw three persons looking intently at his 
house. When Tenali saw them, he became 
convinced that the persons must be thieves 
planning to commit theft at his house. 
Immediately he thought of a plan and yelled for 
his son: "My dear son! This severe drought has 
made people pauper and many thieves are 
lurking all over. It is no more safe to keep our 
costly gems -and jewels inside the house. They 
must be kept at the place where their safety be 
assured. f think we must keep all the precious — 
gems inside a box and put that box down the 
bottom of the well. No thief would ever suspect 
their presence in the well. And when this 
drought ends, we would take it out.” 

. Tenali had deliberately said it so loudly as to 
be clearly audible to the suspected thieves. 
Tenali thought in his mind: "Now these thieves 
would have some useful work to do!" | 

Following his father’s instrucuon, Tenali's 
son collected huge stones in a box with the 
connivanceof his father and threw the box into 
the well with a loud report. 
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The thieves heard the sound and were pleased | 
that their job had become easy. But it was not. 
so. Since the well had unwanted growth of some’ 
nlants on the inside well, the’ thieves had to first 
clean the well. And since the hox was heavy it 
had landed deep down the well and they had ta 
take out ils water a little. So they started drawing: 
out the water. And Tenali had made the 
afrangement quictiy to make that drawn out 
water reach to the desired trees of Ris carden, 
Ss, the situation was that while thieves were 
drawing out water, Tenali and his son were 
juietly regulating its flow to reach the desired 
spots in the garden. | | 

By the time the thieves were able to locate the 
box imside the well. they had drawn sufficient 
water to tigate almost every tree and plant of 
Tenali's garden. This entire operation continued 
for the entire night. When, at last, the thieves 
were able to bnng the heavy box up, it was 
almost dawn. Then Tenali sent for the soldiers 
and had the thieves caught red-handed. And 
when the thieves learnt the deception plaved by 
Tenaliram to have his garden irngated, they 
cursed their luck. But Tenali has served his 
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Purpose well. His garden was well _Amgated by 
then. 

When Tenali narrated this incident to the 
king. Raja | ‘Krishnadevrai, the latter was 
delighted at Tenali's ingenuiety. He couldn't 
help say ing: “Wow Tenali! You found a novel 
means of getting your garden irrigated ‘almost 
free of cost. Really one’ 'S labour brings fruit for 
the other by dint of one's superior intelligence.” | 


10. THE SHREWD BU SINESSMAN | 


Once Raia Krishnadev rai. and | Tenali were, 
talking when the. king aia “Tenali! Tell me. 
persons of which | caste ~ normally. more. 
intelligent and. shrewd pe _who are. father 
simpleton as a.class™ re 

Tenahi immediately. plicd: “Your. UMiaiesnit 
the, businessmen as 4 class. gre. more intelligent 
and shrewd and the brahmins _are.. generally 
simpleton.” 

. How can you, Say -.s0 Tenali", » the king 
objected. “Brahmins. are supposed to be: more, 
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And businessmen are generally uneducated and 
hence not much wise!” "No Sir! [ can prove the 
varacity of my contention provided you dont 
interfere” Tenali said. The king agreed. | 

_ Next day Tenali went near the Rajguru (the 
royal priest) and,said reverentially: "O Rajguru! 
The king wants your choti (the lock of hair at the 
crown, traditionally left unshaven even when 
tonsure ceremony is performed among the 
orthodox Hindus). Are you prepared to have it 
shaved?" | 

Now, Rajguru was visibly disturbed. How 
could he get his choti shaved off which was the 
sign of his religious faith. The Rajguru was very 
proud of his thick and soft choti and was not 
prepared to have it shaved. He said: “Well, 
Tenali! I] have maintained my choti with great 
efforts. How can I have it shaved?" 

"You can get any price you want for it", 
Tenali gave the offer. 

Now Rajguru was in a fix. He wanted a good 
price for his choti and never wanted it given 
free. He also wanted to pretend that he gave 
great value to his choti. At last he said: “Since it 
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is a roval order, I can have my choti shaved. I 
dont want to defy the order. But you will have 
to give me five gold coins in return?” 

“No problem! You can get them easily!" And 
against five gold coins the Rajguru allowed the 
barber to shave off his well-nurtured and well 
oiled choti! | 

~ Now Tenali sent for the biggest businessman 
of the town. That fellow too had a big and thick 
choti. 

Tenali said to him: "The king figs your 
chou, for. some Treason. Are you. Enders to get 
it shaved off?” | 

“Everything of the state is our king's 
property including our lives. His Majesty may 
take it whenever he wants. But please remember 
one thing that I'm a poor man", the businessman 
said. 

“Don't worry”, assured Tenali, “You'd get 
the pnice you demand foryourchon!" 

“That's very kind of you, but ---,” the 
businessman said hesitatingly. 

“What but ---, " Tenali said annoyedly. 
“Actually the issue is very delicate,” began the 
businessman cautiously, “It was for this choti 
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that I had to spend ten thousand, gold coins. in: 
my daughter's marriage. You know. my. Choti. 
symbolises my prestige. Last year. , when ; my. 
father died and I had to spend five thousand gold 
coins again in his funeral ceremony for the sake. 
of this choti only, My this choti_ 1S: quite 
valuable,” concluded the businessman while. 
lovingly caressing his choti. “It, means: for this 
choti you had to” ‘spend fifteen. thousand. gold. 
coins. All-right, you have the amount from the: 
royal treasury and let..the barber shave. :if.. off’ 
declared Tenaliram. ‘When the gold coins were: 
paid: to the businessman, the barber. was called | 
in, who began to wet the businessman's. chaii. 
And as the barber ‘took out. his. razor, , the; 
businessman said in an authoritative, tone; "Be: 
careful, you barber! You know, this chati, is the; 
king's | property now. Deem it as if ou me 
shaving off the chon af Raja Krishnadevrai?: 
- The: king was ‘sitting nearby . and watching... 
this ceremony. Hearing ‘the, businessman's 
remark, he lost his cool, It appeared. downright. . 
insulting to him to hear’ ‘someone refere to: the 
shaving ‘of his own choi. The king. said, ina: 
thundering’ voice “Throw. this impertinent. 
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businessman away by kicking him at his 
bottom!" 

And the businessman was thrown away. But 
he didn't mind as he was richer by fifteen 
thousand cold coins. 

Later, Tenaliram told the king: "So, Maharaj! 
Didn't you see the cunningness of that 
businessman. He not only received the fifteen 
thousand gold coins but also managed to keep 
his choti intact. Whereas our Rajaguru, the ace- 
brahmin allowed his choti to be shaved off for 
only five gold coins!" 

The king had to admit that Tenali's S contetion 
about the shrewdness of the people belonging to 
the business class was nght! 


* 7 * * 
11. THE GARDEN-AIR 


One day, during the hot season, when the 
king was holding his court, he was sweating 
profusely. Earlier he had been to the garden in 
the morning where the cool and scented breeze 
was blowing. When the courtiers discussed 
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about the heat, the king said: “It is quite hot here 
but was very pleasant in the garden”. Then one 
of the courtier said: “Your Majesty! Why don’t 
you hold your court in the garden itself?” 

The commander of the forces objects: “No, 
Sir! It'd be wrong to hold court there for 
security reasons!” 

Suddenly the king said: “Then make 
arrangements to bring the garden air here too!” 

Now all the courtiers were stunned. How 
could one bring air from the. garden to the court? 
But the king was insistent. Ultimately: the 
courtiers requested Tenaliram to find a solution 
to the problem. 

Tenaliram immediately asked ten attendants to 
fan air in the court with the help of ten huge fans 
whose wings were soaked in the Kewra water. 
And as the ten fans began their operation, the air 
inside the court also became cool and fragrant. 
The king was pleased but said: “Tenali! This is 
not the garden air but the court air cooled and 
scented by your efforts.” 

“No Sir! This ts the garden air. The air is the 
Same every where!” And the king had no answer. 


12. THE THIEVES CAUGHT RED- 
~ HANDED 


Jnce the prominent businessman reached Raja 
ishnadevrai’s court and cried loudly: “Your 
yesty! I’m ruined. The thieves have looted 
:. They did not leave anything in my safe. I’ve 
Leven a coin now!” | 

[he king had the enquiry done. The chief of 
: police informed him that the enquiry was 
ing conducted but still they were unable to 
ce the thieves. | 
‘Make all efforts to nab the thieves as soon as 
ssible", the king ordered. | 

But despite the strict security arrangements the 
2ft cases continued to grow unabated. Every 
pht the thieves used to commit thefts merrily 
ithout leaving any clue. When the situation 
‘came alarming, the king grew worned. Then 
: consulted Tenaliram and a scheme was. 
cretly thought off. Prior to consulting Tenali, 
e king contacted his every courtier but all said 
at only Tenaliram could solve the case. 
Tenali then contacted the richest jeweller of the 
ate and asked him to have an exhibitiort of all 
£ costly jewels and omaments the jeweller had. 
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The exhibition was a grand success. Many 
persons attended it and all were amazed to see 
this bniliant display of the gems, jewels and 
precious things. 

_ When the exhibition ended all those precious 
" items were put in a bag and is in an iron safe 

under lock and key. , 
But that night also the theft was committed in 
thé jeweller’s house. Hearing the commotion the 
jeweller raised much hue and cry. At that time 
the king had also reached there. And by the 
king’s order, Tenaliram asked the soldiers to 
search all the persons“in the locality, and added: 
“Nab the persons who have their clothes or 
hands coloured red!” 

And soon the thieves were caught. On being 
asked, Tenali disclosed his scheme: “J knew that 
the thieves would attack and break-open the iron 
safe. So I had the handle of the safe and its body 
coloured deepred. Since the colour was not fully 
dry, the thieves had to have their hands and 
clothes coloured.” | 

“But you could’ve told us for providing better’ 
security arrangements in and around the 
jeweller’s house”, said the police chief. “In that - 
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case the thieves wouldn’t have come there and 
the mysterious thefts committed earlier would 
have remained unresolved, because the thieves 
had their informers in the police ranks also. 
That’s why they could commit the earlier thefts”, 
replied Tenaliram: and again proved his master- 
Ip Dene: 


* * a! 


13. WHO IS HONEST? 


As usual, the King, Maharaj Knshnadevrai 
was seated on his throne, holding the court with 
his courtiers who were enjoying an interesting 
discussion going on there. The topic was: “Who 
_is more honest, the nich or the poor?” | 

The Royal priest, Rajgura said: “Your 
Majesty! When the poorman is forced by his 
adverse circumstances, he becomes dishonest. 
But he is helpless because his poverty makes 
him do so!” | 
Then Tenali stood up and refuted the royal 
_ priest’s contention: “Your Honour! I don't agree 
with what he says!” 

The royal priest developed frowns of anger at 
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his forehead. And the courtiers began to discuss 
the issue in whispers. They had a variety of 
opinion. Some ‘said that the priest was right 
while the others believed that Tenali must be 
taking this occasion aS an opportunity to 
browbeat his arch rival Rajguru. But still they 
were curious to know whif Tenali had said so. 

Then Maharaj said: “Can you prove, Tenali 
that whatever the royal priest says is wrong?” 
Tenali replied: “I can prove, Your Majesty, but I 
want some time!” 

Maharaj said: ‘““How much time you want?” 
Tenali: “About a week—little more or little less 
depending upon the circumstances?” Maharaj: 
‘What do you want to do?” 

Then Tenali whispered something into the 
king’s ear, hearing which the latter said: “All 
right! I'd make arrangement and if you could 
prove your contention to be true, I’d award you 
also!” i | 

Later, in the presence of the king Tenali 
asked for some gold coins from the royal 
treasury. After counting them he put them into | 
two small bags! Then he said to the Mahz~j, 
“Pd thuow them on two different waz 3. 
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Maharaj! One at the path trodden by the Nagar- | 
seth (the most moneyed man of the city on his 
way to the nver Tungbhadra to have his bath 
early in the moming everyday. And the other on — 
the path taken up by a very poor man early in the 
morning in search of work. Now, let us see 
which of these two bags returns intact.” 

The king expressed his consent. Then, next 
day morning Tenali threw a bag on the moneyed 
man’s path. Then Tenali hid himself behind a 
tree and began to, watch the way. | 

~ As usual, at dawn the seth came out of his 
house, and left for the river Tungbhadra to take 
his bath. But when he espied a small bag lying 
on the way, he stopped and exciaimed: “Arre! 
What sort of bag is this? I must open and see 
what it contains!” 

And as he opened the bag, many gold coins 
came out making a clanking sound, and fell on 
‘the ground. He was bewildered. “Oh my God! 
These are gold coins! How! What an auspicious 
day is to-day for me. I must take away these 
gold coins before anyone sees me doing so!” 

The seth quickly gathered the gold coins and 
instead of going to take bath, he left back his 
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home hiding the gold coins in the fold of his 
kurta. In his mind he thanked the Goddess © 
‘Lakshmi for showering her grace on to him. 

Next day Tenaliram threw the bag on the 
poorman’s way. When the poorman spotted the 
bag lying on his way, he immediately lifted them 
up in surprise and exclaimed: “Arre! Who threw 
this bag here so early in the moming? Let me see 
what does it contain?” | 

And when he did‘so his eyes almost burst out 
of this sockets seeing the gold coins. “Oh! My 
god! So much of money? Of! What should I do 
with it?" 

While the poorman was returning home, the 
gold coins stirred a commotion in_ his 
conscience. “Oh, God! What should I do with 
these? Should I use them for my benefit or 
return?” Now the poorman was in a fix. He was 
thinking: “Lest these be belonging to someone 
needy like me.:May be, these coins are his life- 
time’s saving? I must return them. But whom I 
should return these to? I can : keep them either 
or else I'd be committing a sin.” | 

_ Then after a prolong deliberation the poorman 
decided to depot them in the royal treasurv. He 
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did so and 1k: the receipt of the dail tr 
made. But these operations took his entire aay 
and he couldn’t eam even a dime that day. | 

_ There, Tenali waited for many days but the 
other bag didn’t return. Then Tenali informed 
the king: “Maharaj! Only one bag has come 
back!" | 

“Really”, exclaimed the 7 and asked: 
“Who returned the bag!” 

“The poorman?” 

_“All-right! Now send for the Seth,” ordered 
the king and added: “I'd ask him what he did 
with that money he got lying on his way! Also 
send for that poorman!” 

When both the wanted persons reached the 
royal court, the king first asked the Seth: “What 
did you do with the money you got lying down 
on your way?” 

“Oh - - - that money,” the Seth been rather | 
hesitatingly: “That I Lane invested in my 
business!” 

“Why didn’t you try to return the money to 
its legitimate owner?” the king asked stemly. | 

Why should I have done that’, the Seth 
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questioned defiantly “I got the bag lying on my 
way, Maharaj! Deeming it to be a token of the 
grace of Goddess Lakshmi I brought it home!” _ 

“But you'd have to return that money to state- 
treasury as it was the royal property", the king 

“Have mercy on me, Your Honour!” pleaded 
the Seth: “How can I return that monty now? 
That is used up in my business! And I suffered 
heavy loss in my business!” The king kept quite 
for some time and then he asked the poorman. 

“Why didn’t you use that money. If you 
wanted you could have easily removed your 
poverty with that money!” 

“My conscience didn’t allow me to accept it! I 
thought, possibly that money might be the life’s 
total earning of some poorman like me. In that 
case, by using that money I’d have committed a 
grave sin, Your Majesty!” the poorman 
explained. i | 

In the evening when Tenali went to Maharaj’s 
Chamber, he said: “Didn’t I tell you, Your 
Majesty, that it’s only a poorman who’s honest 
and not a richman!" “You're very right, Tenali”, 
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admitted the king: “Really the poormen are more 
honest than the rich men. By your test you’ve 
proved it conclusively!” | 

- The king’s this remark brought admiration 
for Tenali while the Rayguru cut a very sorry 
figure. Then Tenali said: “Your Honour! As you 
promised that if I be found correct, you would . 
award me!” “Yes Tenali”, admitted the king: 
“Not only you but that poorman also deserves an 
award!” 

-Then the king asked the royal cashier to bring 
that bag which was duly retumed and 
summoning the poorman the king gave that bag 
containing gold coins to him saying: “This is the 
award for your honesty and higher sense of 
morality!’ The poorman happily accepted the 
“award and went home. Then the king ordered 
the cashier to bring another bag containing equal 
amount of gold coins. “And this award is for 
you, Tenali, for your sound judgment of the 
basic human nature!” 

Tenaliram happily accepted the reward. The 
Rajguru was again cs by Tenali’s sound 
judgement. 


14, THE MASQUERADER 


Tenaliram was an eyesore for the Rajgum 
because Tenaliram used to make him eat the 
humble pie on one pretext or the other. It was 
because of Tenaliram’s wit that almost everyday 
Rajguru had to become the laughing stock of the 
entire court. 

Rajguru really wanted to do away with 
Tenaliram. He plotted many vile schemes but 
Tenaliram couldn't be trapped in that. Twice the 
Rajguru made the king order execution of 
Tenaliram by death but sull in the end Tenaliram 
not only emerged victonious but earned an award 
also in the process. Now the Rajguru was 
convinced that only his physically killing Tenali 
could make him take the sigh of relief. So he 
thought of a novel conspiracy. 

On the pretext of his journey to the sacred 
place, Rajguru left the capital for some time and 
reached near a wellknown and famous imposter 
who was adept in teaching people how to 
masquerade. There he stayed for two months 
and learnt.all the ticks of the trade. 

And one day, disguising himself in a 
different form, he returned to the capital and 
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| 4§ 
reached the court. | 


Then he told the king that he could achieve). 


many impossible feats. The king enquired: 
"Who can you masquerade best?” 

"A lion", said the impostor (Rajguru) and 
added:"But that is a very dangerous act. 
Someone can be injured or even Kiled¥ So, if 
you want me to enact this role. you'd have to 
pardon me if a murder is committed in the 
process". The king grew that much curious that 
he accepted the conditaon. Then the impostor 
said: “Maharaj! There is one more condition. | 
want vour famous courtier Tenali to be present 
_when I give my show. I have heard a lot about 
his sharp wit and intelligence and that is Wwly I 
want him to be present there!” 

The king accepted this condition also and 
ordered Tenaliram to be present. When Tenali 
heard this condition, he grew apprehensive. 
Although he couldn't recognise him yet he was 
sure that this person was his some hidden 
-enemy. Hence on the day of the show Tenalhi 
came to the court wearing a sturdy armour 
undemeath his clothes. 
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The impostor began his show. Some. of the 
feats achieved by him were really astounding. 
While ail the courtiers were praising the 
impostor, he suddenly reached near Tenali 
during the course of his show and leapt at him. 
But Tenali was already prepared. He attacked the 
impostor with the hidden brass. knuckles, | 
causing him to groan in pain. Although the 
impostor tried to hit Tenali yet his hidden armour 
came for his rescue. 

When that impostor had leapt on Tenali, the 
king also grew nervous. Now he realised the 
_ secret behind the condition putforth by the 
impostor. He immediately summoned Tenali and 
asked: "Are vou all ngh, Tenali? No imjury?" 

Then Tenali showed his hidden armour to the 
king and said: “I was prepared for the 
onslaught!" | 

"Did you suspect his intentions, Tenali", said 
the king. 

"I did, Your Majesty! Had his intentions 
being noble he would not have asked you tc — 
pardon one accidental murder and also would 
not have putforth the condition of my presence 
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during the show. I immediately realised’ that he 
intended some foul play”. explained Tenaliram. 

The king then said. "Tenah! Since he attacked 
vou I wish to punish him by death. But I want 
vou to settle vour score on vour own.” » 

“That I will”. said Tenalt and added: "You 
would see how subtly I'd settle my score!" 

Then Tenaliram accosted the impostor: "The 
king is mightilv impressed by your performance. 
He. now wants you to enact the role of a Sati (A 
“woman buming herself on the pyre of her 
husband).He wants you to do so tomorrow. If 
vou do it well, the king promises to award you 
five thousand gold coins!” 

The Rajguru disguising as an impostor 
though: he was trapped but he had no go as it 
was te king’s order. | 

The next day Tenaliram had a huge pit dug 
out and filled it with the dned wood. In case 
something untoward might happen, the Vaidya 

was also asked to be ready and present there. 
-. Soon the impostor reached there disguising 
_ himself as a San. He had done up the make up 
and wore the dress so well that no one could 
have thought him to be an impostor. He looked a 
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woman from every angle. 
At last he had to sit on the burning pyre. But 


in no time his entire body was singed by the 
buming fire. Now Tenali could not tolerate the 


impostor's agony and quickly helped him come 
out of the pit. By that time the Rajguru's real 
form could not be hidden. Tenali recognised him 
and asked the Vaidyas to meat him well. The 
Rajgum now felt grateful to Tenali who saved 
his life or else the royal priest would have been 
consumed by the fire. When he recovered, he 


went to Tenali and apologised for his continued | 
misbehaviour. Tenali also extended his hand for — 
friendship and then after, the two ever remained | 


friendly. 


* * x 


15. TENALIRAM IN 
BABUR'S COURT 


The tales relating to Tenali's superior 
intelligence and quick wit had reached quite far 
and wide, even from the deep south to the Royal 
Mughal Court in Delhi where Babur ruled. 
When he heard about Tenaliram from his 
courtiers, he was willing to meet him. - 
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When his messenger reached Vijayanagar, — 
Raja Krishnadevrai grew apprehensive as he 
thought the Mughal King had sent his messenger 
to find a pretext to attack his kingdom. But when 
the messenger told him that he came there after 
hearing a lot about Tenaliram’s intelligence, the 
king was considerably relieved. Then the 
‘Messenger said: "Our Emperor wants to meet 
~Tenaliram. Maharaj! Please send him with me to 
the Delhi Court!” | 
The king accepted it and asked Tenali to 20 
with the. messenger. He also said: "Tenali! Now 
comes the moment of the test of your intelligence 
and quick wit. I order you to go with the 
messenger and show your class. Remember that 
the entire prestige of our kingdom is under test. 
If you could impress the Mughal king and get 
some award from him, I promise to award you 
ten thousand gold coins additionally, or else --, 
"Or else --- Your Majesty", asked Tenali, "Or 
else your head shall be shaved and you shall be 
exiled from the state for ever. This is the 
question of Vijayanagar's prestige! You must 
accept the ermulehiee and. meet it successfully!" 
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: the king concluded. 
_ Tenali only said this much: "Your Majesty! 
Tenali shall not disappoint you!" 

Next day Tenali left with the Mughal 
messenger for Delhi. 

There, in Delhi, when Babdur heard about 
Tenaliram's reaching his capital, he said. to his 
. courtiers: "You all know he is a very intelligent: 
court jester and has a knack of making one laugh 
at will, But 1 order you not to laugh 
notwithstanding the most amusing remark this 
fellow makes. If I find anyone laughing, | I'd. 
severely punish him." | | 

‘When Tenaliram reached the royal coun, -he 
showed different tantrums and antics but no one 
even smiled. Then he said many amusing things 
but still no effect. Fifteen days elapsed in his 
making efforts to make people laugh but in vain. 

Then Tenali realised that something was 
definitely amiss. Hé was quite intelligent -to 
know that the Mughal courtiers were keeping a 
sombre face deliberately. Now, Tenali thought 
that if could not impress the Mughal King and 
his courtiers, this would mean his defeat. And 
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‘that defeat would mean his losing prestige, . 

| honour. and his position even in the Vijayanagay | 
state. So, he decided to start afresh. 

Then diguising himself Tenali began to 
‘minutely observe Babur's routine. | 
_. Babur used to go for a walk every morning 
regularly with his one minister who always 
carried some gold coins in his pocket to dole. 
thém out ‘to the needy ones, the beggars and 
others of such type. He used to give them the | 
coins on the instruction of his king. 

Having observed his routine minutely, one 
day, disguising himself as an old Muslim 
labourer, with a spade on his shoulder and a. 
plant of mango in his hand, he went and stood at 
a point on the bank of river Yamuna wherefrom | 
Babur passed daily during the course of his 
stroll. | 

When Tenali spotted Babur approaching with 
his Wazir, he began to dig the ground. 

Babur was surprised to see an old man with 
white flowing beard planting a mango sapling. 
He couldn't help asking: "Well --- Bade Mian! 
‘What are you doing? 

"Jehanpanah! Planting a mango capting: This 
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type of mangoes are not grown in this area!” 
replied Tenaliram disguised as Bade Mian. __ 

"But, Bade Mian", Babur again said: "You. 
_ appear quite near your grave already --- Even if 
this sapling takes root, grows and bears fruit,: 
what would you gain? Surely you won't be 
surviving ull that ame.” 

"I'm not planting it for my own sake, 
Jehanpanah, but for others. It is this way: I 
‘enjoyed the fruits of the trees planted by my _ 
father. And now this tree would bear fruits for 
those who live after me --- - And i in doing so I'm 
delighted!" 

Babur responded admiringly: "Oh, you are | 
really a kindman who cares for others. I like 
your ideas. Have these coins from me and plant 
more of such trees!" . 

The emperor beckoned his Wazir to give the 
old man one small bag containing gold,coins. — 

Accepting the award the old man bowed 
gratefully and said: "May God grant the emperor 
long life and may you reign till the Day of 
Judgement. You really love old and poor people. © 
You see! Normally people get fruit after many 
years of planting the trees but I got it 
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immediately after planting this-ttee. It shows that 
consideration for others definitely ‘reaps rich 
harvest." | | 

-Babur was again pleased by the old man's 
way of putting his arguments. Again he awarded - 
~ him another bagful of coins. 
_ - Again the old man said: "You've really made 

this old man happy. While this tree would bear 

fruit once a year when mature, but you've 
awarded me twice after my planting this tree! 
‘ Twice I-have been awarded now!" © 

- Babur again liked even this utterance. of that 
old man (Tenaliram): "Weli said! I like your 
Style of talking. Again you deserve an award." 
And thus that old Muslimman received award 
thrice. So his Wazir advised Babur: "Your 
Highness! This old man appéars to be quite 
wise. Move ahead or else his pithy utterance 
may force you empty your coffer here only!" 

_ Babur smiled and moved ahead. Then ‘the old 
man yelled: “Huzoor! Just wait for a moment!" 

Smiling, Babur looked back and’ asked: 
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“Anything new, Bade Mian?!" _- 

"Nothing Huzoor! Just cast a glance at me 
once again", and saying so Tenali began to 
remove his false beard and moustaches. And - 
soon there stood. the familiar beaming face of 
* Tenali. He then said: "I'm no one else but your 
humble servant Tenaliram!" 

Seeing him squarely duped by this saneilicons 
man, Babur burst out laughing. The he said, 
"I'm not all sorry at having awarded you, 
-Tenaliram! You really deserved it! People were 
not wrong about you. I found you as intelligent 
and wise as expected." | 

Then Babur invited Tenaliram to his palace 
and gave him more rewards. When Tenzli— 
reached Vijayanagar, he was delighted at having 
preserved the honour of his native state. When 
Maharaja Krishnadevrai heard about Tenaliram's 
coming back victorious, he not only gave him - 
ten thousand gold coins but also awarded him 
landed property! Tenaliram became dearer to the — 
King s heart. 


16. PROGNOSTICATION | 


When the | Commander-in-chief of . 
Vijayanagar State got a son, he invited the king, | 
Maharaj Krishnadevrai and his entourage for a 
gala feast... The King readily accepted the 
invitation and promised to come at ee appointed 
ume. 

Next day alongwith TeRalea and other 
courtiers, the king reached the Commander's 
house. When they saw the baby the king opined: | 
"A.very sweet baby! May he become as valiant 
and brave as his father is!" Seeing the baby 
Tenali said: "The boy is really very fortunate. 
When he grows up he would definitely outshine 
his father in every sphere!" 

Tenali's this prognostication made the king 
ask him: "How can you say with such certainty 
now, Tenali?" Tenali: “Maharaj! The promising 
children appear so even in the cradle. One can > 
always. prognosticate omnee at one's basic 
property !" 

Although the remark made by Tenali was 
forgotten by the king, the jealous courtiers again 
tried to pollute the king's mind against Tenali. _ 
They told the king in private: "Your Majesty! We 
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very much doubt the prognostication made: by 
Tenali when he saw the Commander's son. His 
remark was made out of an attempt to flatter the 
Commander. He is becoming a sycomphant and 
| loosing his intelligence!" "But, how can you 
say", the king questioned, “that Tenali made that 
remark out of flattery. He is a sharp man and can. 
visualises furure much better than any of you can 
hope to visualise. He has a very keen insight!" 
“That is what we wish to test; Your Honotr! He 
— can't predict anything merely by observation", 
the courtiers insisted. 

"But how you propose to conduct the test?" 
the king again asked. Although he had faith in 
Tenali's intelligence and foresight, yet he also 
wanted further confirmation of this. fact. 
Moreover, he thought to have some enjoyable 
past-time! | | 

Then a courtier sapaeaea! “| have thought of 
a devise. Kindly have two small ‘gold pitchers 
made. One of them should be hollow and other — 
solid: But ae they must appear 
identical!" | 

"Then", the king again asked. "Then, Your 
Majesty! Get those two pitchers hanged at some 
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distance from Tenali — Then Tenali shouid be’ 
_ asked to identify the solid and the hollow 


pitchers merely by looking at it. He should not. 


be allowed to touch them at all!" 

| "Weil," said the king visibly pleased: "It is a 
nice way of testing him. But together with this 
test I'd also attach a condition and then I would 
see how smart he 1s!" 

Next day the pitchers were made ready. The 
king: had them hanged quite far and high! 

Then the king summoned Tenali and asked: 
“Tenali! Do you still maintain the assertion you 
- made the other day that merely by observation a 
thing's basic property or a child's promising 
- Qualities can be ptognosticated correctly?" _ 

"Yes, My Lord”, said Tenali. -— 

_ The Maharaja then showed him tha two 

identical pitchers hanging from quite a distance. 

"Don't you see them, Tenali! These I've pot 
— specially made to test your intelligence," "Yes, 
Your Honour! I see them", replied Tenali! _ 

“One of the pitcher is solid and the other is 
hollow! Go and look at them and identify which 
is which", ordered the king and added: “If you 
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identity them correctly then you'd. get these gold 
pitchers as the award and should you fail, then” 
you'd have to give equal amount of gold as used 
up in making the pitchers! Agreed?" _ | | 
"Agreed, Sir," said Tenaliram and went 
ahead to identify them. 
Tenali reached near the pitchers and began to 


observe them minutely. He also heaved a long — 


sigh to make the onlookers believe that he is 
facing a really ticklish problem. Tenali looked 
nervous apparently, and the jealous courtiers 
were greatly enjoying the discomfiture suffered — 
by Tenaliram. Many of them were passing — 
derogatory remarks at Tenali’s intelligence. But 
undaunted by their disturbing remarks, Tenali 
continued to observe the pitchers and heave long 
sighs. After some time, Tenali declared: 

"Maharaj! The pitcher on the right is the 
hollow one and on the left is solid!" 

The king was delighted to find Tenali's 
observation unerring. But he still asked: "Tenali, 
how could you identify?" "It was not difficult, 
Your Honour"; explained Tenaliram, "If you | 
want you can get the veracity of my observation -. 
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confirmed!" 

"Yes Tenali! You have identified errectiy: 
But, would you spell out how you could identify 
them?" 

~"“When I watched them closely”, . said Tenali, | 
"| concentrated on the chains the pitchers were 
hanging by whose support. Then I could know 
which was heavy and which was light. The 
chain from which the solid pitcher was hanging 
was taut owing to the weight, while the other 
chain was not as taut. Moreover, my exhalations 
couldn't make any effect on the solid one while © 
the chain of the hollow one did vibrate a little by 
my sighs. And thus I could know which was 
heavy. and which was Mehr. Then I could easily 
identify them!" 7 

"Oh --- very well done, Tenalt", exclaimed 
the king and gave the two gold pitchers to Tenali _ 
as the reward. Then bowing in respect to the 
_king, Tenali went out happily with two valuable ~ 
and costly pitchers in his each hand. The jealous 
courtiers were drawing a long face at yet another 

victory of Tenaliram! 


17. THE KING’S CAT | 


Since the menace of rats was increasing in the 
State, the king, Raja Krishnadevrai imported 
some high pedigreed cats to control the 
increasing number of rats in the state. Then the 
cats were distributed and each recipient was also. 
given a cow to feed the cat on the cow's milk. 

-Tenaliram was also present before the king 
when the cows and cats were being distributed. 
So he also received a cow and a cat. | 

The very first day Tenali kept before the 
hungry cat a bowl full of boiling milk. Since she 
was hungry, she immediately pounced upon the 
milk bowl but withdrew her mouth as it was 
_ badly singed because of the heat in the milk. The 
cat became that much scared that she refused to 
drink even the.cold milk. So much so, that she 
wouldn't even touch milk at all. Now Tenali was 
using the entire milk of the cow for his own and. 
his family members consumption. 

After three months, a survey was conducted 
by the royal order to assess the effect on the 
mouse by the cats presence. During the process 
~~ the health of the cats was also.examined. While 
all the other cats were robust and healthy, the cat 
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which Tenaliram had had become very weak and 
emaciated. She was conspicuous by her poor 
health. Seeing -the cat's condition Raja 
-Krishnadevrai was angry. He asked Tenaliram 
in a Stern tone: “Tenali! It appears you were 1ll- 
treating the cat I-gave to vou. She looks almost 
dead. Didnt you feed her on the cow’s milk I 
gave to you?” 


Tenaliram said: ° Sir, despite my valiant effort. : 


the cat refused to have even a drop of milk. She 
would shy away and won't partake of the milk at — 
all. If the cat doesn't like milk, how can I have 
fed her on it?” 
- *Tenali’, thundered the king: “Don't tell me 
Vout concocted stories: Who would believe that 
a cat doesn't like milk?” “Your Majesty”. said 
Tenali in an humble tone: “If you want you can 
offer milk to the cat. If she accepts it, only then — 
vou can blame me for ill-treating the cat!” 
immediately milk was brought before the cat. 
But seeing milk, the cat tried to run away and 
refused to have milk. The king was surprised | 
but Tenali had proved his point. Later the. king 
could find the scars of burn on the cat's face. | 
Then he said: “Tenali! You are very cruel! What 
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did you give boiling milk to this cat to drink? 7 
You got her face severely pont by - pout 
callousness?” - 

"No Sir! Tenali explained: “| did nothing of 
the sort. I did not force her to drink fe: boiling 
hot milk. I just kept the bowl before her. It was | 
for her to see whether the milk was hotjor cold.” 

Later, the king said: "I know Tenali that it is _ 
difficult to win over you in arguments: But you. 
must tell me sincerely as to why did you do-so?" 

Smiling, Tenaliram replied: “Your Honour! 
The cats can also fill their bellys by eating rats 
and other things. I think the cows’ milk should 
~ not be wasted. on the cats but given to the 
growing children of our state!" 

The king also saw great sense in what Tenali | 
said and stopped the feeding « of the cats on the 

cows’ milk. 


x * 
18. THE MEDITATING PARROT 


- The king of Vijayanager once received a 
speaking parrot as the gift from: one of his 
admirers. The parrot was very intelligent and could 
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converse in almost. human. janguage: It was also. 
good to look at. The king was delighted to shave = 
received the gift. He immediately summoned his. 
personal valet and entrusted the custody of the . 
parrot. 10 him with the instructions: "You must 

look after well this parrot. I love it dearly. 
Remember that if something untoward happens to 
my this dear parrot, I'd have you beheaded 
forthwith.” | 

- The servant brought the caged parrot to his cell | 
and began to look after it with due caution and 
care. Suddenly, one fine morning the servant 
found that parrot dead! Now he was pulverised. 
‘He remembered the king’s warning hence he had 
no guts to inform the king about the sudden 
demise of the parrot. 

He ‘was now cénvinced that ani Tenaliram 
could ‘save his life. He went.to Tenaliram and | 
supplicated handbound before him. Then 
‘Penaliram took all the details from him and 
reassured him with the promise that he would do 
everything to save his life. 

Then Tenaliram went running to the king and 
said in 2 hathing tone: “Your Honour your 
‘parrot eae 
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"What happened to my parrot? Why are you 
so much nervous?” the king asked. "Sir---! 
neither it speaks now nor moves. He appears to 
have gone in meditation!" 

"What?" the king was cunpnigede And taking 
Tenaliram along, the king went near the cage. 
He saw that the parrot was not in mediatation but 
dead. Then he asked Tenaliram in peevish tone: 
"Why didn't you tell me earlier that the parrot 
had died. Unnecessarily you mate me come 

upto its cage!” 

"Your Honour!" replied Tenaliram: "Had J 
told you that your parrot was dead, you would 
have beheaded your valet. How could anyone 
take guarantee of any one’s life? No one is god! 
Death and life are totally under the command of 

Lord Almighty!" | 
The king realised his mistake and didn't 
punish the valet who felt unmEnse grateful to 
Tenaliram for saving his life! 
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